
 

The ministers for Education, Youth and Culture of the EU member states agreed in their 
meeting from November 15-16 on a resolution that strengthens the role of young 
people, who are volunteering, noting, for example, that: 

“THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
GOVERNMENTS OF THE MEMBER STATES, MEETING WITHIN THE COUNCIL [...] INVITE 
THE MEMBER STATES TO [...] 
(7) Encourage the participation of young volunteers in major international events, in 
particular taking into account the Commission’s White Paper on Sport and its related 
action plan." 
(Source: Council Resolution 14425/07 Draft Council Resolution on voluntary activities of young people - 
Adoption of the Resolution; Annex – “Invite the member states to” (7)) 

Although this document is not legally binding, it shows the commitment of the EU 
member states to support young volunteers, and by signing it they impose some 
pressure on their own national authorities. In a few years time this resolution will be 
evaluated in that circle of ministers and in the EU commission. Then the countries have 
to present if and how those recommendations have been implemented. 

So if you are asking for some support at your national authorities (in whatever way) to 
especially enable young people, who are volunteering in their YMCA to participate at “a 
major international event”, the YMCA Europe Festival 2008, you can refer on this 
resolution. 
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