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Information for presentations at the YMCA festival, Prague 2008 
 
In 2003 more than 7500 young people gathered in Prague to celebrate the variety and richness of the 
YMCA coming from all parts of Europe. At that festival we saw the many talents in our movement 
and the various ways to express ourselves through arts, music, theatre and dance performances. We 
want to share our individual gifts and experience cultural diversity with you, and we want to 
overcome borders, within but also beyond, Europe. We believe that active participation and 
performing at the festival is a wonderful opportunity to express and present yourself, and to 
understand each other better. 
 
As in 2003, the YMCA Europe Festival in August 2008 will provide a platform to present our gifts, 
talents, programmes and cultural richness to each other as well as to the Prague locals. The festival 
will take place in a big park in Prague, ±ȅǎǘŀǾƛǑǘţ, close to the city centre and with good public 
transport connections (from local to international). 
 
We are looking forward to a huge variety of performances, such as: 

-     Choirs (Ten Sing, Ethnic, Gospel, A-Capella, Classical Χύ / Folk- and World Music 
-          Bands (Rock, Blues, JaȊȊΣ {ƻǳƭΣ aŜǘŀƭΣ wƴΩ.Σ wŀƎƎŀŜ ...)  
-          Classical Orchestras 
-     Songwriters / Soloists (to perform with playback or with one of the festival Bands) 
-          Dance Companies (Jazz, Hiphop, Ballroom, Classical Χ) 
-          Drama / Theatre / Comedy / Clowns / Acrobats / Magicians 
-          Slam-Poetry 
-          5WΩǎ  
-          Fashion shows 
-          Producers of Movies / Cartoons / Documentaries,  
-          Multimedia-Performers / Photographers / Painters / Drawers / Graffiti Artists 
-           ΧΦΦ 

 
 

1. Stage-concept overview 
 
There will be three different kinds of stages at the event: 
 
There will be two big stages on the festival site (closed to the public)- one for Morning Shows, the 
other one for Main Stages Shows in the evenings and a big concert on Friday night. While the shows 
are being prepared by programme groups who approach artists and musicians directly, the former 
stage will be used in the afternoons for various perforƳŀƴŎŜǎΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ different acts the 
opportunity to play short concerts there and let them know beforehand. 
 
Besides the two big stages there are several smaller stages on the VýstaviǑǘţ festival ground: a Ten 
Sing Stage, a Concert Stage, a Dance- and Disco Stage and a Cultural Stage. Some of them will have a 
certain emphasis, such as the Ten Sing Stage ς ōǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƻƴƭȅ ōŜ ¢Ŝƴ Sing 
choirs on that stage, neither does it mean that Ten Sing concerts cannot be found on other stages, 
too. On the Cultural Stage ǿŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ Řiversity possible ς from Siberian Balalaika concerts 
to West-African dance shows ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΗ !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŀƴŎŜ 
performances on ς have a guess ς the Dance Stage, which will be transformed into a Disco during the 
Late-Night-Programmes. Each afternoon the Concert Stage will offer many different acts the chance 
to present their shows. 
 
hƴ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƎǊounds for City Action right into the heart of Prague, to meet 
the locals on the streets, squares and in the trams. Several YMCA-parades are planned along with 
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stages on three different squares in the town. The exact programme for the City Action is not yet 
confirmed, but there will be the chance for some groups to perform on one of the stages as well as 
to represent your group in the parades.  
 
Most of the stages are open air (only the Cultural Stage will be in a tent and the Dance and Disco 
Stage under tarps). VýǎǘŀǾƛǑǘţ tark offers with its diverse outline the possibility to have stages in 
different environments, under trees, on plain grounds, and facing in different directions to avoid 
noise interference.   
 
Besides those stages there will be a small Jam Stage in the Festival Village. This is for spontaneous 
performances and therefore no registration is required here.   
 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜing and hearing your performance on one or even several of those 
stages, and we want to encourage you to use this opportunity to perform in front of such a creative, 
culturally diverse, crazy crowd of young people. 
 
 

2. Applications to perform 
 
To plan and coordinate all the performances, we need your help: 

1. Please register as participant for the festival on the registration homepage 
(http://www.reg2008.com/) 

2. tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŧƛƭƭ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άapplication form for performancesέ (you find it at: 
http://www.ymca2008.com/artists.html) as detailed as possible and send it as soon as 
possible to Johanna in the YMCA Europe office in Prague (johanna@ymcaeurope.com) and 
copy it (CC) to Pete Bürki (pete@pagebox.ch). The deadline for applications is April 15th 2008 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ άǎǘŀƎŜ-ǎƭƻǘέ ƛn the programme of any of the 
stages (except the Jam Stage with its spontaneous presentations). We are aware, that the 
form is very long, but we need all this information to organise a successful and relaxed event 
for all parties involved. 
Drop-in performances during the festival can only be accepted if any of the available slots on 
the stages inside the site are not already fully booked.  

 
We will confirm the reception of your application (also if not completed in all sections). 
 
We guarantee you the possibility to perform at the festival. 
Your performance(s) will be programmed by us on any of the stages according to our concept and 
your technical needs (size of stage, sound system, lights, backline, set-up time, etc.).   
 
To guarantee a big variety and a colourful programme and to give all interested performers and 
artists the opportunity to get on stage, we generally program each presentation for 35 minutes with 
a previous changeover time of 10 minutes. We ask you to plan your performance according to this 
time-structure (set-up time, length of performance). However, feel free to apply for additional slots 
and we will find fair solutions for everybody who wants to perform. 
  
After June 1st 2008 ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƎŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ άartists-contractέ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜǘŀƛƭŜŘ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ such as  

- Place(s) and time(s) of performance(s) 
- Access times 
- Name of responsible stage manager & presenter(s)/Face(s) for your performance 
- Information about all the other artists who are performing the same day on the same stage  
- Technical rider   
- Other relevant information 

http://www.reg2008.com/
http://www.ymca2008.com/artists.html
mailto:johanna@ymcaeurope.com
mailto:pete@pagebox.ch
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3. Application for YMCA Europe 2008 
 
Please note: 
.ȅ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ-ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ {ǘŀƎŜ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎέ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ not applied as participant for 
the whole event! 5ƻƴΩt miss the chance, register as participant for the festival and take on an active 
role in this unique event! 
You can register at: http://www.reg2008.com/ 
 
 

4. Staff 
 
All stages will be staffed by experienced and English-speaking 
- Stage manager 
- Presenter(s) (The Faces)  
- Technicians & hands according to the needs of equipment of the individual stage   
 
 

5. Promotion 
 
The program on stages will be promoted in the following ways: 
- Internally in the YMCA Festival programme (paper print or digital)  
- Announcements during the event 
- Big posters at each stage 
- We also plan to promote your performance on the Festival-homepage, through the on-site 
communication-platforms and through other channels but cannot make any promises at this point. 
 
 

6. Equipment 
 
Stage management will equip all stages according to the basic concept mentioned above with the 
basic technical material (hardware).  
Instruments (incl. cables for own power supply) and other specific material (props, juggles, etc.) are 
in the responsibility of the artists.  
We will appreciate it if you can lend us your backline-material (on a daily bases) to be used by other 
artists performing on the same stage and day as you. Please note that on application-form. Thanks! 
 
Please inform us by July 1st 2008 at the latest if you need any other equipment than is stated in your 
άŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊƳ ŦƻǊ ǎǘŀƎŜ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎέΦ Due to the complexity of the event any additional 
material that was not asked for by July 1st cannot be provided / guaranteed by stage management. 
 
Stage management is also planning to provide 

- A changing- / dressing facility near the stage (container, tent) 
- Transportation for technical material (but not for personnel or artists) from storage (see as 

well : 7. storage) to the stage and back if necessary. 
- Please note that transportation from the hostel to the festival site can not be provided. 

 
 

7. Storage 
 
Stage Management is working hard to find safe places to store instruments and personal belongings, 
but cannot take any legal responsibilities for that material. There will be storage behind the stage or 
in the central service area. 

http://www.reg2008.com/
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8. Security on stages 
 
The stage management and festival-security are responsible for the safety of the staff and the artists. 
All orders by the stage management have to be followed and taken seriously.  
Furthermore, the stage management provides the needed staff to do all work on stage that takes 
special caution (electricity, installation, rigging, climbing, setting lights, etc.). The stage management 
is entitled to cancel, postpone or stop performances (rain, violence Χύ. 
 
 

9. Communication 
 
Please use the following contact for all questions and applications concerning performances: 
 
Johanna Hippe 
YMCA Europe 
Na Porici 12 
110 00 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
 
johanna@ymcaeurope.com (CC to Pete Bürki: pete@pagebox.ch) 
+420 224 872 021 phone 
+420 224 872 025 fax 
+420 773 063 917 mobile 
 

Stage Meeting 
The night before you or your group is getting on stage, the responsible contact person of your group 
and the stage managers will have an important compulsory meeting for the final briefing. In June 
2008 you will get the name and number of your individual stage manager in Prague to clear any 
further questions and concerns. 
 
 

Real Life 
 
The YMCA Festival 2008 will be a unique opportunity to celebrate life without borders, both, by 
showing what Real Life means in our home context, but also by developing new ways of living 
together with people from all over Europe and beyond, to get to a new dimension of Real Life.  
²Ŝ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ wŜŀƭ [ƛŦŜ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǿŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳΦ !ƴŘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
our own Real Life unless we show it ǘƻ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ȅƻǳǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ just entertaining.  
Performances of young groups and individuals of different cultural, denominational, and personal 
backgrounds displaying this diversity but also showing the core issues that concern all of us, will be 
integral to learning, loving, understanding and respecting each other. As in the light of the stage the 
performing individuals become one group for one aim, we believe that in the light of Jesus Christ 
ǿŜΩƭƭ ǎŜŜ ŀƴŘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǳƴƛǘȅΦ We believe that your 
performance can make an important contribution to understand each other better, and to see one 
another through the light of Jesus Christ.  
 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǿŜ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀǇǇƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ς without 
any selection ς whoever applies will perform in Prague 2008.  
 

We are really looking forward to seeing you in Prague! 
Johanna Hippe, Pete Bürki, subcommittee stage-programmes 

mailto:johanna@ymcaeurope.com
mailto:pete@pagebox.ch

